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Bush's style sticks in allies' craw 
Critics: U.S. acts with 'arrogance' 


Hea 


Scien 


Politi 


lith 

ice 

lies 

Offbeat new s 

Columnis ts 

ies 


Lotteri 


Talk Tod a 


Mom: 

Sport: 


Y 

V 
s 

Lilfe 
Tech 
Weather 


By Ellen Hale 
USA TODAY 

LONDON -- A political cartoon in The Daily Telegraph, Britain's leading 
conservative newspaper, sums up the view from here: President Bush, 
struggling to keep Air Force One aloft, being buzzed by a flock of fighter jets 
labeled "China," "economic downturn," "capital punishment" and "Kyoto." 

Elsewhere in the world, critics probably would add a few more symbolic 
attackers, including the Russian spy controversy, globalization, the national 
missile-defense shield, the Balkan war and even the bombing of Iraq. 

Although by no means unanimous, there is criticism abroad that under the 
leadership of Bush, the United States is becoming increasingly overbearing 
and taking a unilateral approach to global issues that harks back to the 
days of the Cold War. 


In a few short months, some observers say, the Bush administration has 
managed to upset a number of U.S. allies. The result is reflected in the 
silence by foreign leaders over the face-off between the United States and 
China, and in widespread criticism abroad. 


"It would seem the Bush people haven’t started out by trying to win friends 
and influence people," says China analyst Michael Yahuda of the London 
School of Economics. Bush's dealings with other countries, Yahuda says, 
show a "lack of savoir-faire" along with "a degree of arrogance." 

"There is a sense of concern about the ability of the new administration to 
deal with the rest of the world," says Vladimir Posner, a former spokesman 
for the Soviet Union's state-controlled media who is now a political analyst 
in Moscow. There, leaders are still fuming over Washington's expulsion of 
Russian Embassy personnel after an FBI agent was charged with spying. 

Ironically, many experts agree that the United States is not to blame for the 
confrontation with China over the downed spy plane. 

"But after all the disdain Bush has shown, no one is rushing to help " 

Yahuda says. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin has not weighed in on the incident. Nor has 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair. And when French Prime Minister Lionel 
Jospin attacked Bush for his "unilateralist" foreign-policy style, there was no 
defense of the United States by other nations. 

The spat with China comes after a string of incidents that have offended or 
angered some U.S. allies. Bush has been reviled for his renunciation last 
month of the Kyoto Protocol, a 1997 treaty intended to curb global 
warming. 






























f h orr ]® > U Tc? an nations also were offended by Bush's pronouncement that 
the United States would go forward with its planned missile-defense 
system. Critics say Bush officials are perceived as arrogant in the way they 
inform other countries about their decisions, instead of soliciting their 
counsel. a 


A number of Mexicans are smarting over how Bush's summit with President 
Vicente Fox coincided with airstrikes on Iraq. "It's hard not to see it as a 
po e in the eye,' says Peter Trubowitz of the Center for Economic Research 
and Instruction, an independent think tank in Mexico City. 

Public, media and many foreign-policy observers also blame Bush for a rash 
of other concerns, from heightened fear that globalization is running amok 
and the threatened loss of detente with North Korea to the potential start of 
a new cold war, this time with China. 


"In less than 100 days, he has turned America into a pariah, made enemies 
of the entire world, his only friends the dirty polluters of the oil industry who 

put him there," columnist Polly Toynbee wrote in Britain's liberal Guardian 
newspaper. 


Fences need to be mended, agrees Yahuda, who says there is plenty of 
time to do so if Bush is willing to sit down and talk with fellow leaders and 
give them a warning before important positions are taken. 

He cautions, however, that "if the Bush administration treats this all with 
disdain, they will find it hard to call on their allies when they need them." 
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By LIZETTE ALVAREZ 
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lannered legislator from Vermont, one of the Senate's few moderate Republicans, 
Tsps when he appeared on Wednesday at a Democratic news conference on tax 
even the lawmakers assembled there. By showing up, Mr. Jeffords was signaling, 
in remitting pressure, that as things now stand, he will not support the Republican 
President Bush's $1.6 trillion tax-cut proposal. 
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was a risky move for him, a Senate committee chairman, to so boldly break 
Mr. Bush's signature issue, Mr. Jeffords, who is not known for soarinq oratory, 
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TON, April 5 - Senator James M. Jeffords would typically be the last lawmaker 
make a grand entrance. A quick detour away from television cameras and 
lones is more his style. 


ds knows, without his vote and that of another balking Republican, Senator 
e Rhode Island, the president's tax cut is doomed, at least for the moment. 


iving a hard bargain for his support, mindful that in this evenly divided Senate, 
valuable than ever. Chairman of the Senate education committee, he wants 
lei $180 billion over 10 years to special education, which has been seriously 
nee a federal program supporting it was created in 1975: under law, the federal 
upposed to pay 40 percent of the cost of special education, an obligation that 
billion over the next decade; last year, it paid only 15 percent. 


of particular concern to Mr. Jeffords's home state. In sparsely populated 
small property tax base, finding the taxpayer dollars to pay for special 
igely important issue. 


the Democratic news conference, Republican leaders and negotiators from the 
1 offered Mr. Jeffords $100 billion, with strings attached. One condition called for 
commission, headed by two conservative educators, to review the special 
i, a move he feared would weaken the program. 


rn 


sed the offer, and is holding his ground so far despite considerable arm-twising 
;enators and Vice President Dick Cheney. 


"If not now, when?" Mr. Jeffords said of obtaining that $180 billion. 


Jr., Mr. Bush's chief of staff, called a Vermont radio program this week to say 
, who had already expressed a lack of enthusiasm about the Bush tax cut, should 
it a chance to advance his agenda. Organized labor has run its own 
pressuring Mr. Jeffords in the opposite direction. 


colleagues have been grumbling. "This is the crown jewel of the Bush 
~ legacy," one senior Republican said of the tax cut, "and Senator Jeffords is acting 
mer." 


Breaux, the moderate Louisiana Democrat who wooed Mr. Jeffords to a 
cut plan of $1.25 trillion, the cause to which one group of Democrats rallied at 
nee on Wednesday, said Mr. Jeffords was "six inches shorter than he was on 
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He is doing a renarkable job despite a remarkable degree of pressure." 


Mr. Jeffords may 
political instinct:; 
Congressional d 
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not be the kind of politician who thrills at being a maverick, but he has solid 
and is popular back home. As the only Republican in the three-member 
slegation from Vermont, a liberal state that has Congress's only self-proclaimed 
tentative Bernard Sanders, he hews closely to the political center. 


As a result, he 
1981, he was th 
cut, a defection 
and the Nationa 
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has 


often split with his party, even before his election to the Senate in 1988. In 
le lone Republican in the House to vote against President Ronald Reagan's tax 
that hurt his standing in the Republican conference. He supports abortion rights 
Endowment for the Arts. He was the first Republican to oppose the 
President Bill Clinton. And he voted against Clarence Thomas's nomination to the 


All this has not 
Trent Lott, has 


endeared him to conservative Republicans, although the Senate majority leader, 
soft spot for him; both belonged to the Singing Senators, a choral group. 


Democrats, too, 
as committee ch 
instance, that w 
Jeffords but to t' 
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are sometimes critical, saying privately that he occasionally squanders his power 
airman and lets Republican leaders run roughshod over him. Democrats note, for 
hen Republican leaders deal with his committee, they frequently turn not to Mr. 
:wo other Republican members: Senators Bill Frist of Tennessee and Judd Gregg 


In Vermont, whe 
tendency of this 
plays with folksy 


re his independence is admired, this has not much mattered. Nor has the 
Yale graduate and holder of a Harvard law degree to mangle sentences, which 
charm back home. He won re-election last year by 3 to 1. 


"He is sort of the 
professor at Tufts 
from Yale and Ha 
style and is really 


Jimmy Stewart of Vermont politics," said Garrison Nelson, a political science 
; University and the University of Vermont. "Here is a guy who is a graduate 
rvard, and you would never know it listening to him. He's got a real down-home 
accessible." 


Copyright 2001 The New York Times Company 
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Sen iT h ' S ^ udget yet He ' N do that next week, but meantime he wants senators saluting the way 
-'fn^f e H that .^ 0U d mean they ’ re for the mammoth tax cut that he thinks is the most important thing in 
.senate doesn t seem to mind being asked to rubber-stamp a document it hasn't seen. This is Washington 
is process gives Democrats a chance to posture and vent while not committing the appropriation of a red ' 
can offer amendments that would drain mega-bucks from the billionaire-friendly cuts and redirect them to 


. though, it is a trying time. In the week when he wanted to be cheerleader in chief for his plutocrats' tax 
I been yanked into> his commander in chief role. He's desperately trying to recast the air collision over the 
a as an accident rather than an incident, but the quick gear-shifting required is taking its toll. He goes 

n! ^ c ^ ranf^Ac wh ft® Hou se driveway, screaming at the Chinese to let our people go, to the schmoozer with 
Restaurant Association, begging for their help to liberate the entrepreneurial spirit in the land. 

are f eing su PPOrtive, although they murmur that W. is harvesting the sour fruits of the unilateralism he has 
so liberally displayed since he took office some 11 weeks ago. But a solution with Beijing won't solve all his tax bill 

Democrate'^led bv'^f m^' 1 ^ ^ fr °m f 10 . ther and unex P ec ted quarter, the military. W. is the Pentagon's pet, but 
Democrats, led by Sen. Mary Landrieu (D-La.), prepared an ambush for him. 
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author of a budget amendment that would have given $100 billion, over the next 10 years, to improve 
for our service people. During the campaign, both Bush and Vice President Cheney emoted noisily over 
vicemen and women, whom they pictured as victims of Clintonian callousness. The military was not just 

structure, it had to endure mouldy barracks, peeling paint, termites, leaky roofs, food stamps and 
1 engines. 
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"Help is on the way," Bush trumpeted to the VFW in Des Moines. 

'Help is on the way," blared Dick Cheney in his acceptance speech at the GOP convention. 


But it isn't — at 
John Warner (in¬ 
version calls for 
bill with Cheney 


east not right now, and not from them. Al Gore actually proposed a higher defense figure, and Chairman 
va.) of the Senate Armed Services Committee had to play catch-up with the Landrieu amendment. His 
3 ^T y f 3r ex P enc **ture of $8.5 billion for a mix of weapons and lifestyle items. Warner has discussed his 
and Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld and has their support. 
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irtroduced her bill at a press conference. With her were Sens. John Breaux (D) of Louisiana, Jean 
‘ f Missouri, Carl Levin (D) of Michigan and Joe Lieberman (D) of Connecticut. 


jocose notice of the reversal of the usual order. It is not like Democrats to be looking out for the military 
^ has belonged to Republicans since the Vietnam War, when Democrats strove to cut defense budgets to 
There was, he said "some ornithological confusion." "How do you turn a hawk into a dove?" he asked 
own question: "You give him a tax cut." ' 


.er that Republicans rationalize their failure to make good on their promises of help to the military by 
major strategic review ordered by Bush right after the inauguration will take care of the service people's 

(ifutes that. The review may end up increasing soldiers' and sailors' pay and improving the quality of their 
3tt of their lives. 7 


ng for the things we’re trying to get at: housing, day care, health care," she said. "Those would have to 
«r portions of the military budget." 


ederates attracted the support of Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), the most conspicuous veteran on Capitol 
in demand with all amendment authors these days, another circumstance not pleasing to the 
iief. But the amendment failed anyway last night in a vote that largely followed party lines. 
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I anguage China cites actually has to do with a country's authority to regulate environmental and economic 
■* k marine resources within that zone. 


"Your special r 
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However, the U 
of international 


i^hts under the treaty are economic rights," said professor Ruth Wedgwood of Yale Law School. "They don't 
security." 

nited States has never ratified the treaty. It has only declared that it will honor its provisions as a matter 
custom. That means the United States could not go to court to assert that China has violated the treaty. 


Also, the Uniteq 
themselves or 


Still, China may 
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China, the United States can make a credible case that a Navy reconnaissance plane had a legal right 
re it was, that it had a right to make an emergency landing and that the plane and its crew should be off- 
“ authorities, according to specialists in international law. 


of Washington's case is vigorously disputed by China, and the U.S. argument is, to some extent, 
United States' own past conduct in analogous situations, the specialists said. 


nal law, codified in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, international airspace begins 12 
inese coast, so U.S. military aircraft can operate freely anywhere in that zone. 


atified the Law of the Sea treaty in 1996 — asserts the agreement also gives it the right to impose 
■ over air traffic in a 200-mile-wide "economic exclusion zone." 


States itself has imposed a 200-mile zone off its coasts within which foreign military aircraft must identify 
risk interception. 


have a hard time claiming it had insufficient notice of the slow-moving plane's presence, 
'as a stealthy plane," Wedgwood said. 


United States have discussed U.S. flights on many past occasions, and it is not clear that the Chinese 
k of the 200-mile zone then. 


4id they thought the flights were unfriendly. They didn't say illegal," said Mark Rosen, a retired Navy 
discussed the issue with Chinese counterparts at Asian Regional Forum conferences. 

of whether the damaged U.S. plane had the right to make an emergency landing at a Chinese air base 
id, China says the plane failed to ask permission before it headed for the airstrip, and that it was to blame 
• that forced it to land. 


States appears to have a plausible argument rooted in the 1919 Paris convention on international aviation, 
ilitary aircraft like warships, and in provisions of international law that traditionally consider warships as 
Of diplomatic property, meaning they have "sovereign immunity" from being boarded. 


;uch a rule is that it encourages the pilots of aircraft in distress to seek a safe landing, rather than 
whether the plane will be seized. 


iw immunity to military planes, then typically pilots are going to feel compelled to ditch them at sea and 
Wedgwood said. 


The problem for the United States is in enforcing such a claim. 


nothing it could do to prevent China from boarding the aircraft, especially since China can say that it has 
• ane and question its crew in order to determine the cause of the accident that cost the life of a Chinese 
‘ 'ed one of China's warplanes. 



In a 1976 incident, a Soviet defector flew an advanced MiG-25 fighter jet to Japan, which the United States thoroughly 
inspected for in:elligence purposes, over Soviet protests. The jet was returned two months later — in crates. 


"If the situation were reversed, and a Chinese plane had landed in Alaska, I can imagine the U.S. wanting to board it," 
said Alfred P. Rubin, a professor at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University. 


China also appears to be on shaky legal ground in denying U.S. diplomats free access to the 24 crew members -- and 
especially in linking that access to U.S. concessions. 


The Vienna con 
detained citizer 
entitled to imm 


/ention's rules for treatment of those arrested in foreign countries requires prompt consular access to 
s. Also, the United States could argue that crew are "state agents" under international law and therefore 
2 diate release. 
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ret: Not Just Wordplay 

of Term Has Broad Implications 


U.S. Navy surveillance plane and a Chinese fighter jet has landed the Bush administration in the middle 
:ouchiest subjects — the diplomacy of apology. 


government, extracting an apology from the United States represents an important diplomatic goal and a 
or respect. For the Bush administration, making an apology would be admitting guilt, humbling the White 
s of Asian countries and among conservative Republicans who want the United States to stand up to 


An apology would also carry legal weight, administration officials fear, with possible implications if China wanted to try the 
U.S. plane's pilot, or press for compensation, or wrangle an agreement that the United States would cease flying 
surveillance planes close to China's shores. 


"I think there's 
of State Colin L 
different." 


a big difference," an administration official said. Regret for the loss of the Chinese pilot -- which Secretary 
Powell expressed Wednesday and President Bush repeated yesterday — "is fine. And apologizing is 


The question of 
difficult. Bush a 


a U.S. apology has arisen repeatedly in the six-day-old standoff, and could make further compromise 
nd Chinese President Jiang Zemin have made their positions clear, with little room for interpretation. 


"We're playing 
China. "To apol^> 
unhappy about 


with words, but that's what diplomacy is all about," said Stapleton Roy, a former U.S. ambassador to 
gize would acknowledge wrongdoing, and there's no basis for that. On the other hand, the Chinese are 
the loss of their plane and military person." 


The diplomacy 
committing atr 


of apologies is a big issue in Asia. China is constantly demanding that Japan apologize for invading and 
ocities during World War II, and China is constantly finding Japan's apologies insufficiently sincere. 


Former presidei 
bombing of the 
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avoided offend 


nt Bill Clinton, a master of apology, said America was sorry about the Vietnam War and the accidental 
Chinese Embassy in Belgrade in 1999. But, after objections by the Pentagon, Clinton refused to apologize 
of South Korean civilians near the hamlet of No Gun Ri during the Korean War. His expression of regret 
ng U.S. veterans but was condemned by South Korea as unsatisfactory. 
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Asia. 


to apologize for the accidental sinking of a Japanese fishing vessel by a U.S. submarine, but not for the 
ning of a Chinese fighter jet by a U.S. surveillance plane. 


"Face is an important element here," said David Shambaugh, professor of Chinese studies at George Washington 
University. "Thpt is driving the Chinese position." 


., Richard Fisher of the Jamestown Foundation, saw Beijing's demand differently. He said China wanted 
w," which comes from the Chinese phrase for kneeling and touching one's head to the floor in submission. 


But the United States also has strong legal reasons to avoid issuing the "full apology" China has demanded, international 
lawyers said yesterday. 


the scope and wording of the apology, it might not only amount to an admission of wrongdoing but also 
-lorm that China could invoke to try to stop the United States from conducting coastal reconnaissance 
iclicy analysts say it would represent one small step for China toward pushing back the U.S, presence in 


"An apology's "tot costless. It's not just a political gesture," said Peter Spiro, a professor of law at Hofetra University, 
like pleading guilty. ... It becomes a precedent." 


"It's 


A broad apology would break a chain of legal argumentation the United States has used for years to defend surveillance 
of China's forces arrayed against Taiwan. As long as the flights are in international airspace, Washington contends, they 
are legal and show no hostile intent. 




The United State: 
pilotless plane, 


s found itself in a similar position in 1970 and had the same concerns. Then, a U.S. military drone, or 
tiias shot down over Hainan Island. China demanded an apology. 
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case might also 
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sympathy to the 
American people 
sympathize with 


acate China without admitting guilt, the Bush administration is ready to express regret to China and 
widow of the missing pilot. "We continue to, as appropriate, express our regret on behalf of the 
for the loss of the Chinese pilot," said State Department spokesman Richard A. Boucher. "Obviously, we 
... the pilot's family." 


"We can regret, 
said. Another p^r: 
has engaged in 


"I can regret so 
administration's 


jnebody getting injured without saying they weren't at fault," said the person familiar with the 
view. 


It is unclear, ho 


vever, whether expressing regret means never having to say the United States is sorry. 


In 1968, 11 mo 
Korea’s demand 
the United State: 


nths after North Korea seized a U.S. surveillance ship, the USS Pueblo, the United States gave in to North 
s and apologized to obtain the release of the 82 crew members. Immediately after the crew was freed, 
s repudiated the apology. 


Staff writer Cha, 


m to the State Department, U.S. diplomat Harry E.T. Thayer argued at the time that "an apology in this 
ead the Chinese to press us to take the next step of foreswearing such acts for the future." 


for any number of reasons, that it happened or that it made the situation more difficult to manage," Roy 
son familiar with the administration's thinking said one can have regret for someone even if that person 
eckless behavior. 


-/es Lane contributed to this report. 
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Agitated Chinese fighter pilot blames US plane for mid-air collision 

BEIJING, JApril 6 (AFP) - 
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fighter pilot who participated in the mid-air encounter which led to a 
ith a US spy plane related his experience on Friday and laid the blame 
the US aircraft. 


The pilot, identified as Zhao Yu, said the US EP-3 Aries plane swerved into two 
aircraft pi oted by him and the other pilot, Wang Wei, who parachuted after the 
collision and is still missing in the South China Sea despite what is described in the 
local med a as a huge search and rescue operation. 

"The direct cause of this collision was that the US plane suddenly swerved at a wide 
angle towards us, making it impossible to avoid it," an agitated Zhao was shown 
saying on state television. 

"The US plane seriously violated rules of aviation and should shoulder full 
responsib lity." 
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:ribed how he and Wang took off from their base on southern Hainan island shortly before 9:00 am 
(0100 GMT) on Sunday and minutes afterwards detected the US plane. 


Identifying it as an EP-3 surveillance plane, they stalked it at a distance of 400 meters (yards) to its left 
Zhao toldrTV. 

"At 9:07, the US plane suddenly made a sweep towards our planes at a wide angle and bumped into Wang 
Wei's plare," he said. 


US plane's nose cone and left wing crash into Wang Wei's plane. At the same time, the outer 
on the US plane's left wing smashed the tail of the plane piloted by Wang." 


ands later, Wang's jet started spinning out of control and he messaged Zhao that he would bail 


he circled around the place where Wang parachuted to ascertain the exact position and then 
his base at 9:23 am. 


to 


The pilot's televised explanation appears to be at odds with some experts' interpretations of the damage 
done to tf e US aircraft, with some suggesting the left-wing propeller was damaged by the nose cone that 
had been detached in the collision. 


cy 


aders and state media have repeatedly said the collision, which forced the US plane to make an 
landing on Hainan, was the fault of the US side and have demanded and apology. 


States says the collision was the result of an accident, and has refused to apologize, although 
dent George W. Bush and Secretary of State Colin Powell have expressed "regret" over the missing 
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s) - The Chinese pilot who witnessed the collision between his partner's fighter and a U.S. Navy plane 
>ua news agency on Friday that he saw the American plane's propellers shred the tailfin of flyer Wang 


ei'your tail fin is smashed. Keep it straight. Keep it straight'," said Zhao Yu, one of two F-8 fighter pilots 
the U.S. EP-3 spy plane which was flying close to the southern Chinese coast. 

the American plane was '' fully responsible for the incident," repeating the language Beijing has used 
collided on Sunday. 


e Chinese plane and pilot missing and the U.S. plane and 24-crew languishing for six days under Chinese 
on Hainan island, where it made an emergency landing. 


istently blamed the accident on the U.S. plane, saying it veered and rammed Wang's fighter, and has 
s pology. 


e said it is unlikely that the slower propeller plane could hit the Chinese jet, unless the faster aircraft had 
:lose. 


se of the collision was that the American plane made a sudden big move toward the Chinese plane 
>ible for the Chinese plane to get out of the way," Zhao was quoted as saying. 


ct of American planes colliding with Chinese planes while conducting spying activities at China's door 
nt," he was quoted as saying. 


na 


hen he saw the U.S. plane's left propeller hit the tail fin of Wang's fighter, he shouted the order to keep 
the order but 30 seconds later his jet plummeted out of control and he asked for permission to bail out. 


I said 'OK' and then lost communication with him," Zhao was quoted as saying. 


down to 9,842 feet and saw the fighter crash into the sea and two parachutes (the flyer's stabilizing and 
'es) floating downward. 


nfirmed Wang's position before returning to Lingshui air base on Hainan Island 10 minutes before the 
made its emergency landing there. 


s has called the collision an accident, and said the blame likely rested with the Chinese plane. One U.S. 
Wang was known by U.S. pilots who passed through the area for his unsafe flying tactics. 
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U.S.: China's lost pilot an aggressive 'cowboy' 


By Jonathan S 

INQUIRER WASI 


. Landay 

HINGTON BUREAU 


WASHINGTON 
extremely close 
officials said ye: 


The missing Chinese pilot who collided with a U.S. surveillance plane apparently had been flying 
to U.S. reconnaissance aircraft for months, even once flashing a sign with his e-mail address on it, U.S. 
kterday. 


The pilot, identi 
to the Chinese 


fied in state-run Chinese media as Wang Wei, was aggressive enough that Washington twice complained 
government, most recently in a diplomatic protest in December, defense officials said. 


"This is the kind 
Intelligence and 


The picture of 
blame for Sun 
Navy EP-3E 


Wang's aggressive flying was intended to bolster the Bush administration's contention that Wang was to 
day's collision in international airspace over the South China Sea. Wang's F-8 jet fighter collided with a U.S. 
s II, a top-secret eavesdropping aircraft. 


Arie: 


"It appears to 
of the Intelligeiji 


ijne on this occasion he simply exceeded his grasp," said Sen. Richard G. Lugar (R., Ind.), a senior member 
ce and Armed Services Committees. 


U.S. officials s, 
the faster and 
Normally, aircr 


aid they lacked sufficient details to accurately reconstruct the collision. One possibility, they said, was that 
nimbler Chinese jet slid beneath the lumbering propeller-driven EP-3E to where it could not be seen, 
aft fly to the side of the plane being shadowed. 


A defense offid 
responsibility tip 


al also said Wang was to blame because international regulations made it the intercepting aircraft's 
maintain a safe distance from the plane it was shadowing. 


China holds th$ 
8s shadowing 
not been found 


Photos of Wang 
Zhejiang provin 


Beijing is derm 
The American 
landing at the 


The U.S. official 
was more reck 


On one occasic 
his e-mail addr 


They declined 
shadow them, 
where they carl) 


forei 


Shadowing 
and foreign fori 


of pilot we would describe as a cowboy," said Sen. Pat Roberts (R., Kan.), a member of the Senate 
Armed Services Committees. Wang "flew in front, below and on top of our aircraft." 


U.S. pilot responsible. It said the U.S. plane veered suddenly to the left, hitting Wang's jet, one of two F- 
tjhe spy plane as it cruised off China's southern coast. Wang parachuted from his crippled jet, but he has 
and is feared lost at sea. 


in Chinese newspapers showed a fresh-faced 33-year-old in uniform. State media said he was from 
ce in the southeast, had been married for nine years, and had a 6-year-old son. 


nding that the United States apologize for the incident and has refused to release the crew or the aircraft, 
blane - its nose cone gone, two engines damaged, and its wing flaps inoperable - made an emergency 
Chinese military base of Lingshui on Hainan island. 


s said that while other Chinese fighter pilots aggressively shadowed U.S. aircraft for about a year, Wang 
ess than others, sometimes sliding to within 20 feet of American planes. 


n, a smiling Wang flew close enough for the crew of a U.S. aircraft to read a sign he was holding up with 
ess on it, the officials said. 


i:o say how they identified Wang. U.S. military aircrews routinely photograph the planes and pilots that 
They also record the radio transmissions of foreign military pilots and store them in intelligence databases, 
be used later for identification purposes. 


ign military aircraft in international airspace or naval vessels in international waters is routine for of U.S. 
ces. 


Philip Drew, a f-etired Air Force brigadier general, said he knew of foreign pilots who had flown to within two to three feet 
of U.S. surveillance planes. Sometimes, he said, pilots would wave at each other, take pictures, or flash hand signals. 






Drew suspectec 
pilots would fly 
pilots. He said 


Sunday's collision occurred when Wang executed a maneuver used by the former Soviet air force. Soviet 
about a mile behind U.S. aircraft, swoop below them, and then emerge directly in front, startling the U.S. 
he believed Wang misjudged his position. 


Jonathan S. Lar day's e-mail address is ilandav@krwashinaton.com . 

Inquirer Washirgton Bureau reporters Jerry Abejo and Jim Kuhnhenn contributed to this article. 
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